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quietly assumed the crown when Rameses XI died,
closing with him the 20th Dynasty. One Priest-king
followed another on the southern throne while the
North became independent under a new house. The
record of the 21st Dynasty, which came to an end
about 945 B. c., is one of power rotating between the
North and the South, now divided now combined.
The Egyptian Empire had ceased to exist.
'The Last Phase
The record of the rule of the following dynasties3
right down to the last, was one of gathering gloom.
An energetic Hng like Sheshenk (Shishak ) tried occa-
sionally to save the situation by breathing life into
the nostrils of dying Egypt, but nothing could arrest
her downward march. Three thousand years are
even otherwise no mean length of life for any nation
and Egypt had lived her day. Decay and death were
her natural destiny. Ten dynasties, 22nd to 31st
(of which two were foreign), had yet to rise and fall
before Egypt could be finally extinguished as an in-
dependent power, first by Alexander and next by the
Romans.
New powers kept on rising and crossing swords with
the decrepit old giant and all spoils of adventure on
the West Asian soil meant a strip cut out from Egypt's
Asian possessions. Her frontiers went on shrinking
as younger nations in the north became restive and
ambitious and soon Egypt possessed nothing beyond
her geographical boundaries. She was politically para-
lysed.
And yet a reference to the passing events that
thread her story of incompetence and infirmity through
occasional bursts of ambition to her final extinction
will not be out of place here. The following pages
relate the stages of her Decline and ultimate disappear-
ance into oblivion.